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the government. Beyond this we know little of the
early home.

His Schooling. Ilyich entered the public schools and
from the beginning studied hard and developed a pas-
sion for learning. His younger sister recalls how, in
his adolescent years, he "went every morning after tea
to an out-of-the-way summer house, laden with dic-
tionaries and textbooks. . . . He knew not only how to
read but also how to study; he made voluminous notes
and abstracts. All day long he sat at his books, from
which he was separated only to go for a walk or to talk
or argue in the little circle of his comrades who, like
himself, were imbued with revolutionary ideas." At
seventeen, upon graduation from the high school, he
stood highest in every class and won a gold medal for
excellence in his academic work. The headmaster wrote
upon his certificate: "Very gifted; consistently pains-
taking and regular in attendance." Throughout his
life Ilyich continued to be a systematic and conscientious
student. When exiled from his country to Siberia or
sojourning in other countries he still managed to find
books. In addition to his native tongue he read and
spoke fluently French, German, Italian, and English.

The Influence of His Brother's Execution. Next to
his parents his older brother, Alexander, had the most
important influence upon the selection of his early read-
ing. It was he who first recommended that Ilyich study
Marx's Das Kapital, which became a bible to the
younger brother although Alexander himself never
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